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Care was taken to meld the new kitchen addition with
the existing structure as unobtrusively as possible. The
most convineing approach was a lean-to—what the original
owners probably would’ve built had they needed more
space. Walls and floors were kept simple, too, with plain
pine boards.

Furnishing the cabin involved some shopping at antiques
stores for appropriate country pieces. However, because
Gloria’s fondness for rustic American antiques already was
well established before the cabin was purchased, furnishing
also was a matter of dipping into her existing collections.

Since obtaining the cabin two years ago, Gloria has devel-
oped even more uses for it than she originally envisioned. “I
put in a nature trail that’s about a
half mile long, full of wildflowers,”
she says. She also has established a
perennial garden in front of the cab-
in. School groups enjoy taking the
nature trail—but so do the Sewells
and their houseguests.

The cabin itself has been a tre-
mendous hit for those lucky enough
to spend time there. “Our friends
who come to stay who haven’t seen
the cabin before are very surprised
and delighted. I think they have one
thing in mind when they hear ‘log
cabin’—and they find this to be
something very different,” says Glo-
ria. “They always seem to love it.”

And for Gloria and Joe, sharing

Opposite: In the front corner
of the living room, much as
it would have been in the
1800s, is one of Gloria’s
favorite pieces—a “hired
man’s” bed. The cabin
dollhouse is old—probably
made by a father for his
daughter.

Left: Another of Gloria’s
special antiques is a
homemade child’s bed with
rubbed edges and ropes
across the top to hold the
blanket in place over a
sleeping child. She prizes it
because “it is so honest.”
The horse and cupboard
both are old.

Below: Gloria kept the
sleeping loft simple with an
old iron bed, blanket chest,
and rocker. Originally, the
upstairs would have been
strewn with straw pallets
for children.
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